[Plasmapheresis in medical practice].
Therapeutic plasmapheresis means the removing of patient's plasma with simultaneous administration of blood products. The expected therapeutic effect is connected with mechanical removal of certain compounds present in plasma: abnormal cellular metabolites, antigens, immunoglobulins and immunoglobulin complexes. The procedure activates immune system. Therapeutic plasmapheresis has been used in the management of different diseases. However, some complications associated with this therapy have been noted and therefore critical evaluation of this therapeutic method is necessary.